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Elements of Art 

• Colour 

• Form 

• Line 

• Mass 

• Shape 

• Space 

• Texture 

• Time & Motion 

• Value 



Colour 

• What your eyes see when light is reflected off 
a natural or man-made object 

Primary 
• Red 
• Yellow 
• Blue 
 

Secondary (mix of 2 primary colours) 
• Orange 
• Green 
• Purple 

Tertiary (primary & secondary combo) 
• R-O 
• R-P 
• Y-O 
• Y-G 
• B-G 
• B-P 

 



Form 

• An object that can be defined in three-
dimensions (height, width, depth) 
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Line 

• The ends don’t meet 

• two-dimensional (pencil & paper) 

• 3-D like a wire sculpture 

• implied (the edge of a shape)) 
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Mass 

• Volume that has (or gives the illusion of 
having) weight, density and bulk 

 



Shape 
• Defined by lines that connect 

• Organic = free-flowing, irregular 

 

 

 

• Geometric = regular: ie 
triangle, circle, ect 

 



Space 
• The distance between identifiable points or 

planes 
• Illusion of depth 

– Perspective 
– Overlapping 
– Size  
– Position 
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Texture 
• Surface quality 

• Tactile Texture (touch) 

• Visual Texture (see) 

• Examples: 

– Smooth 

– Rough 

 



Time & Motion 
• Communicating a passage of time 

– Telling a story 

– Series of events 

• Motion 

– Implied (blur lines, etc.) 

– Kinetic (moves) 

 

 

 



Value 
• Lightness and darkness of an area 

– Smooth pencil shading 

– Stippling (dots) 

– Hatching (lines) 


